


ur community  outreach s
extensive. Highlights have included
performances at Hamilton Place in

conjunctionwiththe Liberation Choir. We've
performed twice with the University Choir,
accompanying the Mozart Requiem and
Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass. In April 2008
we will again appear with the University
choir in a performance of Honegger’s “King
David”. As well as being a good contribution
to the community, it gives the players a
chance to play under a different conductor.

Local singers have had the opportunity
of joining with the GSO in an annual
performance of Handel’s Messiah, together
with professional soloists, in Guelph’s
Church of Our Lady. This has been a “sing-
along” performance, with the audience
invited to join with the choir of some 70-

90 singers, and has been performed for
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five years now. In 2003 and 2005, we
performed a program of Italian music,
including operatic  arias, celebrating
Guelph’s large Italian community. Annually
since 2004, we hold open-air concerts
in June, making music accessible to all.
The 2005 *music in the park™ featured
vibraphone great Peter Appleyard, who
drew crowds to Guelph’s Exhibition Park.

“As a musician, I have been
extremely pleased to be involved
with the orchestra both as Chair
of the Board and as a sometime
performer. Guelph has a long-
standing reputation as a City of
Music and the one thing that was
lacking was a symphony orchestra.
Now we have that through the
hard work of many individuals,
both musicians and volunteers.
The orchestra continues to
grow in excellence with exciting
performances of both traditional
and not so _familiar repertoire.
Guelph should be proud of
“Guelph’s Own Orchestra™.

Mary DuQuesnay, Board Chair

eedless to say. an orchestra is a
complex organization, with many
functions required. such as player

recruitment and compensation, marketing,
fund-raising, administration, financial
management, artistic direction, the music
library, venue management, website. and
public relations. All this is accomplished
by volunteers, two excellent part-time
staff. and myself as Artistic Director/
General Manager. This is a remarkable
testimony of the ability of a community to
come together to make good things happen.

In October, the orchestra kicked off its
seventh full season with a performance
of Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony with 53
players on stage. This spring, keen audience
members inaugurated the ‘Friends of
Guelph Symphony” support group. Seven
years on, we seem to be hearing less and less
the surprised remark “/ didn t know Guelph
hadits own orchestra! " Guelph surely does,
and I'm delighted to lead a live. vibrant
organization that gives pleasure to so many.

GSO website:

www.ouelphorchestra.ca.




